
Top student essays on ethical issues in brain science
selected in the Neuroethics Essay Contest

September 1, 2022 – The International Neuroethics Society (INS) and International Youth
Neuroscience Association (IYNA) have selected Katharina Dornenzweig, Spatika Jayaram and
Ante Čolak as the winning authors of the Neuroethics Essay Contest in 2022.

The contest aims to promote interest in neuroethics among students in high school, university,
and early career training programs. Neuroethics is a scientific discipline that explores issues
involving brain research, emerging technologies, ethics, policy, and law.

Each winner received a 1-year membership to the INS, a $250 cash prize, and a free registration
to participate in the 2022 INS Annual Meeting in Montreal on November 2-4, 2022. The winning
essays are available on the INS website and possibly other publishing venues. A selection of top
submissions to the high school category will be published in the IYNA Journal.

The following authors were selected as winners for their outstanding submissions in the
respective essay categories:

● Academic: Katharina Dornenzweig, Universität Leipzig / Uppsala University (Germany/
Sweden) – ‘Attributing sentience to organisms is not a harmless academic exercise’

● General Audience: Spatika Jayaram, Indian Institute of Science Education and Research,
Mohali (India) – ‘The Song of the Unconscious Brain: Ethical Aspects in Disorders of
Consciousness’

● High School: Ante Čolak (Croatia) – ‘The Story of Aducanumab and Its Accelerated
Approval: Maximizing the Freedom of Choice or Endangering the Patient’s Dignity’

Due to the volume of excellent scholarship submitted to the contest, several essays from each
category were named as honorable mentions. Authors receiving an honorable mention include:

● Academic: Ashley Pratt, NIH/NICHD (USA); Younghoon Seo, Bowdoin College (Republic
of Korea/USA); Vishruth M. Nagam, Stony Brook University (USA/India);

● General Audience: Helena Lieu, Oregon State University (USA); Catherine Pepin,
Université Laval (Canada);

● High School: Benjamin Cohen (USA); Shalmali Rao (USA); Ariya Patel (USA);

Additional information about the winning authors and each of the winning and honorable
mention essays will be made available on the Neuroethics Essay Contest website.

The contest, now in its ninth year, is organized annually by the members of the INS
Student/Postdoc Committee and editors of the IYNA Journal. The contest has been generously
supported by Dr. Michael Patterson, Jan Patterson, and others.
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